
Chemistry Class Lab Safety Agreement (Read carefully: the lab safety quiz is on Thursday.) 

Safe Student’s Name:__________________________________________________ Period:____ 

Students may not work in the laboratory 

until they have read, understood, and 

agreed to the rules and regulations listed 

below.  Furthermore, students will follow 

any additional printed or verbal 

instructions given by the teacher when 

performing specific laboratory 

experiments.  This contract must be 

signed by both the student and his or her 

parent/guardian, and kept on file 

throughout the school year. Failure to 

comply with the safety rules and 

regulations may result in removal from 

lab and or referral. 

 
1. The laboratory is a place for serious work.  

Maintain a mature and professional attitude 

at all times.  The rules on this page are to be 

read, learned, and practiced.   

2. Never, under any circumstances, attempt 

unauthorized experiments.  Accidents and 

trouble will be avoided by following this 

simple rule. 

3. Always wear protective eyewear when in 

the laboratory.   

4. Any accident involving even a minor injury 

must be reported to the instructor at once.   

5.  Beware of hot glass.  Hot glass looks the 

same as cold glass.  Inspect glassware before 

using: look for small chips & cracks. 

6. All books, coats, and other personal effects 

should remain at your desk and never be 

found at your laboratory station.   

7. Do not touch, taste, or smell chemicals 

unless directed to do so.  When observing 

the odor of a substance, do not hold your 

face directly over the container.  Fan a little 

of the vapor toward yourself by sweeping 

your hand over the top of the container.  

(This is wafting.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. When heating a test tube, start heating 

gently by moving the tube in and out of the 

heat source.  Be aware of how easily liquids 

start to boil.  Do not point your test tube at 

your neighbor or yourself when heating 

substances.  A suddenly formed bubble of 

vapor may eject the contents violently & 

dangerously. 

9. Put out fires.  Know the location of the fire 

extinguisher fire blanket, and shower in the 

laboratory.  Know how to use the sink as an 

eyewash.  As a rule, wash eyes for 15 

minutes.  Fire blanket may be used to 

smother fires on people. Fire extinguishers 

are used for apparatus at your lab tables. 

10.  When diluting concentrated acid, pour the 

acid slowly and carefully into the water. 

Never add the water to the acid.   

Remember: add the acid to the water. 

11.  Properly conduct a pre-lab activity: Read 

and become familiar with the laboratory 

procedure BEFORE coming to class. 

12.  Follow the procedure carefully as outlined 

by the teacher.  This means only performing 

tasks related to the approved experimental 

procedure.   If you are not sure how to 

perform any part of the procedure, ask the 

teacher right away to avoid accidents. 

13. NEVER work on an experiment without 

adult supervision 

14. NEVER leave an experiment unattended. 

15. Dress appropriately for lab. 

 Clothes should not be loose or floppy, 

especially the sleeves. 

 Dangling necklaces or bracelets should 

be removed for lab. 

 Tie back long hair to keep it away from 

flames or chemicals. 

 Wear closed-toe shoes. 

16.  Always act in a responsible manner.  

NEVER exhibit any behavior that could 

harm oneself, teacher, or colleagues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17.  Report any accident, no matter how minor, 

immediately to the instructor in the room.  

Immediately report to the teacher any 

accidents.  Also let the teacher know right 

away if any equipment or supplies are 

missing or broken.   

18. If an acid or other chemical is spilled on 

your skin, wash it off immediately with 

water.  If an acid or base is spilled on the 

counter or on your clothing, neutralize it, 

rinse well with water, and then wipe it up. 

 Acid on clothing or counter: use baking 

soda (a weak base) to neutralize 

 Base on clothing or counter: use vinegar 

(a weak acid) to neutralize 

 

19. Dispose of all chemicals properly. Throw all 

solids to be discarded into labeled waste 

containers or as directed by teacher... solids 

never go into the sinks!  Liquids are emptied 

into the sinks and washed down with water 

unless special handling is required. If 

needed to protect our water supply, special 

liquid waste containers will be indicated. 

20. Always read the labels twice before taking 

anything from a bottle... many chemicals 

have similar names.  To prevent 

contamination, NEVER return unused 

chemicals to the dispensing bottle. 

21. The electronic balances are expensive and 

somewhat fragile.  Do not press on balance 

pan (they are not designed to move).  Never 

place chemicals directly on balance pans... 

they chemically react with many of the salts 

we use in class.  Use a weigh boat or, if 

desperate, a quarter sheet of notebook paper 

makes a good weighing paper. 

22. Keep an eye on your neighbor while in the 

laboratory to see that she or he is also 

obeying the rules... remember, the accident 

that harms you may not be your own. 

 

23. Keep your apparatus and lab station clean. 

Wipe up spills since YOU know what those 

spills are: acid and water look the same to 

the next student using that station.   

24. Know the location and proper operation of 

safety equipment. This includes eye wash 

station safety shower, fire extinguisher (next 

to back door), fire blanket, sinks (throughout 

classroom), and first aid supplies (on top of 

small refrigerator next to back door.) 

25. Do not eat or drink in the laboratory.  

NEVER taste any chemicals.  

26. Prevent fires by turning off Bunsen burner or 

other heat source when not in use. Never 

leave a flame unattended.  Also, keep all 

combustible material away from flames.  If a 

fire does occur at your lab table, notify the 

teacher right away. Do you know where the 

fire extinguisher is? Go get it!  

27. Treat all chemicals in the laboratory as 

though they are dangerous.  Label all 

materials.  Wash any chemical spills 

immediately and notify instructor. NEVER 

take stock bottles to the lab station or return 

unused portions to the stock bottle.  NEVER 

remove chemicals or materials from the lab 

unless instructed to by the teacher.   

28. Understand the proper use of all equipment.  

Be cautious of heated glass and handle with 

potholders or tongs.  Also, never heat 

anything in a closed container.   

29. Help maintain a neat and orderly lab.  This 

includes keeping the floor clear, not 

cluttering the lab tables, remaining at your 

assigned lab table throughout the 

experiment, returning laboratory material 

and equipment to the proper places after use, 

and cleaning up lab tables before the period 

is over. 

30. Flammable paper towels or rags must be 

disposed of in a metal or crockery container 

with a lid

 

 

When this document is completed and signed, cut at dotted line and return to Mr. Woodward. 

I have read and understand the above safety rules.  

 

Student Name:_________________________________________________________ Period:____ 

I agree to follow these rules and maintain a mature and professional attitude in the laboratory. 
 

______________________________ 

 

__________________________ 

 

________________ 

Student Signature Witness (Parent Signature) Date 

 


