
 “Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination 

encircles the world.” 
– Albert Einstein  

 

 

HONORS CHEMISTRY SYLLABUS 2018-2019 
ESPERANZA HIGH SCHOOL ~ MR. WOODWARD  

 

 

Instructor:  Mr. Michael Woodward   Class website: www.supertallteacher.com  

email:  mwoodward@pylusd.org   

Room 247 Office Hours: I am available most days 7:15 – 7:30am and 3:00 – 3:30pm. Please visit our 

classroom during those times or schedule an alternative appointment.  

Remind.com: send the following text message to 81010    @beaker247 

 

Introduction:  Honors Chemistry is a year long college preparatory laboratory science course which 

provides an introduction to understanding matter and all changes that occur in matter.  Laboratory activities, 

lectures, demonstrations, and problem solving activities will be used extensively to enable students to 

enhance their science vocabulary, analyze and interpret data, utilize scientific instruments, state fundamental 

chemical concepts, and apply these concepts to new situations.   
 

TOPICS COVERED: The topics covered in this course are aligned with the standards mandated by the 

state of California.  Logical reasoning and critical thinking skills will be needed throughout each of the 

different topics covered in this class. 
 

TEXTBOOK:  Each student will be assigned a textbook from the instructor.  Damaging or losing the 

textbook will result in a charge to the student’s account.  Students will be assigned a Chemistry: Matter and 

Change, Glencoe (California edition) textbook. 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:    

1. Folder dedicated to Honors Chemistry only   

2. A composition notebook dedicated to Honors Chemistry only.  

3. Pencils & Pens (get various colors)  

4. Highlighters (get various colors)   

5. Scientific Calculator (Casio Model # fx-300MS will be 

provided for use in class. I suggest getting the same calculator 

for home use. Check Amazon.com! It’s only about $9.)   

 

 

 

mailto:mwoodward@pylusd.org


STUDENT EVALUATION:   Student grades will be based on the following 

categories.  Each category will contribute to the student’s overall grade.   
 

1. Testing (70% of semester grade):   

 Quizzes: Quizzes will be given throughout the units of study. Expect a quiz every Monday (or 

Tuesday if school is not in session on Monday.) Since chemistry continually builds upon previously 

learned concepts, students must understand each concept to be successful.  

i. The student takes the quiz the first time in class. The quiz is returned to the student with a 

score on it. If the student wants to improve that quiz score, the student can retake the quiz 

beginning the next school day and have the opportunity to complete the retake during that 

same week. Students may make up quizzes on most days before school at 7:30 am or after 

2:45 pm.  

ii. The student may take the quiz up to 2 times. The point value of the quiz is based on the 

attempt number, as shown below: 

Attempt 1    Actual Score earned  

Attempt 2 Higher score of attempt 1 or 2 

iii. Take home quizzes and “pop” quizzes. These might be assigned during the year and are 

NOT able to be retaken. 

iv. IF THE STUDENT IS ABSENT THE DAY THE ORIGINAL QUIZ WAS GIVEN, IT 

IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO TAKE IT BEFORE OR AFTER 

SCHOOL OR AS SCHEDULED WITH THE TEACHER. 
 

 Unit Exams: These exams will cover a unit of study. These exams cannot be retaken. The actual 

scored earned will be entered into Aeries. These exams are a combination of multiple choice (MC) 

questions and free response questions (FRQ). Each section has equal weight. 
 

 Semester Final Exam: There will be a Final Exam at the end of the first semester and before the AP 

exam. This exam cannot be retaken. Examinations may cover ALL laboratory work, class lectures, 

homework assignments, and any additional instructional activities completed during the school year. 
 

2. Labs/Activities and Homework Assignments (30% of semester grade):   

 Students will be expected to complete periodic lab write-ups and complete tasks in a lab setting.  

This grade may include pre-lab activities, student performance during the lab, completion of the lab 

activities, as well as completion of post-lab assignments.  

 Homework/Homework Packets:   All students are expected to complete reading assignments, take 

notes, and complete problems for each unit.  Students may receive a stamp the day the assignment is 

due to indicate completion of the assignment.  Upon completion of about 8-10 assignments, a grade 

for that homework packet will be calculated and input into Aeries. 

GRADES:  Grades will be assigned based on the percentage of possible points earned over the 

course of the semester.  The final semester score will be based upon weights designated as follows: 

 Tests: 70% of semester grade (55% exams and quizzes + 15% Final Exam)  

 (The ONE test or quiz (not final exam) that most negatively affects your semester grade will be 

dropped when calculating the semester grade.) 

 Labs and Class Activities: 30% of semester grade 

 

The semester grading scale (a standard grading scale with + and -) is as follows:  

100 – 90% = A   |||   89 – 80% = B   |||   79-70% = C   |||   69-60% = D   |||   Less than 60% = F 

Very important note: Semester grades are not rounded. A 79.9% is a C+ 

 

EXTRA CREDIT: Extra credit assignments are rarely offered in this class.  However, exceptionally 

exceeding expectations on assignments may earn more than 100% credit on that assignment.  Sometimes, 

extra credit points might be rewarded for attending/participating in school events. 



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1. ATTEND CLASS REGULARLY AND BE ON TIME.  This means being in your assigned seat and 

prepared for class when the tardy bell rings.  Students that are tardy often will be disciplined according 

to the school’s tardy policy.  The 6th tardy gets sent to the Attendance Director. 

 

2. HAVE ALL CLASSROOM MATERIALS EVERY DAY.   
 

3. COMPLETE ALL ASSIGNMENTS AND TURN THEM IN AS REQUESTED.  Assignments are 

due the following school day unless other instructions are given by the teacher. Work that is not legible 

will not earn any credit. It is the student’s responsibility to turn work in on time.  

 LATE WORK POLICY: Late work is defined as work that was not turned in at the time is was 

due. All late work will only be accepted when turned into the Mr. Woodward’s LATE BASKET.  

Absent students must write “ABSENT” and the date of their absence at the top of their 

assignment before submitting it to the basket. 

 When a student is absent, IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO OBTAIN ANY 

MISSING ASSIGNMENTS UPON HIS/HER RETURN.  Any worksheets/handouts that were 

given out can be retrieved from the paper cubby.   

 Missed exams: Students should come to class prepared to take the exam the day of their return.  

Students who missed multiple days will be given up to one week after the test was given to take 

the exam.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a time with the teacher to complete the 

exam.  If a missed exam is not made up within one week after a student’s return, then a grade of 

zero will be earned. 

 Missed labs: Labs cannot be made up. If the student has an excused absence, then the student 

will receive a grade of “NA” which excuses the student from that lab. If the absence was an 

unexcused absence for truancy, then a grade of zero will be earned. 

 Keep all lecture notes & all papers given for the entire school year. You will want them for final exams! 

 

4. EXERCISE SAFETY AT ALL TIMES IN CLASS:  Each student agrees to follow the Chemistry 

Class Lab Safety Agreement as well as any written or verbal instructions given by the teacher.  The 

student will be expected to conduct themselves in a manner that ensures the safety of everyone in the 

lab.  Any student who does not follow the laboratory rules or does not follow laboratory instructions will 

receive point deductions for the lab (a zero grade on that lab for major safety violations) and may be 

removed from additional lab activities or from the course as a whole. 
 

5. HAVE INTEGRITY:  Students will be expected to follow Esperanza High School’s Academic 

Integrity Policy/Code of Conduct.  Any copying of work or tests and plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  

Any student caught breaking these integrity policies will receive a zero grade for that assignment as well 

as possible further disciplinary action as the teacher/administrator sees fit.  
 

Mr. Woodward’s House Rules 
1. Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible 

2. You are not allowed to use your phone/digital device for any reason without prior permission 

granted by Mr. Woodward. Just because the bell has not rang yet, doesn’t mean that you can use 

your phone.  If you are in our classroom, then your phone is put away! The Esperanza cell phone 

policy will be strictly followed in this class.  

3. Remain seated or at your workstation until you are excused by the instructor.  The bell does not 

dismiss students, the instructor does. 

4. No eating/drinking in class. Beverages, food, and gum cannot be consumed in this classroom. 

Failure to follow this rule will result in a teacher assigned detention. 

5. Do not enter Mr. Woodward’s desk area nor take anything from the desk. 



Complete and Return This Page to Mr. Woodward 
 
RECORDING VIDEO IN THE CLASSROOM IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED AS PER LAW: 
EDUCATION CODE - EDC 

TITLE 2. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION [33000 - 64100] 
  ( Title 2 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
DIVISION 4. INSTRUCTION AND SERVICES [46000 - 64100] 
  ( Division 4 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   
PART 28. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS [51000 - 53315] 
  ( Part 28 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   

CHAPTER 4. Prohibited Instruction [51500 - 51540] 
  ( Chapter 4 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   

ARTICLE 2. Prohibited Materials [51510 - 51513] 
  ( Article 2 enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010. ) 

   

51512.   

The Legislature finds that the use by any person, including a pupil, of any electronic 
listening or recording device in any classroom of the elementary and secondary 

schools without the prior consent of the teacher and the principal of the school given 
to promote an educational purpose disrupts and impairs the teaching process and 

discipline in the elementary and secondary schools, and such use is prohibited. Any 
person, other than a pupil, who willfully violates this section shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

Any pupil violating this section shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action. 

This section shall not be construed as affecting the powers, rights, and liabilities 

arising from the use of electronic listening or recording devices as provided for by any 
other provision of law.  (Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.) 

 
I understand that Mr. Woodward does not allow cell phones and other digital devices to be used 

without specific permission in the classroom! 

 

X_______________________    ________   X_______________________  _______   

Student Signature                             Date             Parent Signature              Date 

************************************************************************************* 

Remind.com notifications 
Occasionally I may find the need to send you an important message. I use remind.com’s free service to 

communicate to students. All students are asked to join this message list. Parents can join too! 

Using your mobile phone, send the following text message to 81010    @beaker247 or go directly to 

this website and enroll: https://www.remind.com/join/beaker247 

 
I have signed up for the teacher reminders! 

 

X_______________________    ________     

Student Signature                             Date             


